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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CENTRAL DISTRICT 


THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
Plaintiff, 
vs. 

MATTIE R. SAMPSON, an individual; BOBBY J. 
SAMPSON, JR., an individual; and DOES 1 
through 50, inclusive, 

Defendants. 


PLAINTIFF, THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF 


BC 5 6 9 6 4 9 

Case No.: 

COMPLAINT FOR ABATEMENT 
AND INJUNCTION 

[HEALTH & SAF. CODE 
SECTION 11570, ErSEQ.;CIVIL 
CODE SECTION 3479, ET SEQ.;] 

(Unlimited Action) 


CALIFORNIA, alleges as follows: 


I. INTRODUCTION 


1. This action (“Action”) is brought and prosecuted by Plaintiff, the People of the 
State of California (“People”), for the purpose of abating an out-of-control gang and narcotics- 
related public nuisance which exists at a single family residence located at 1233 West 52 nd 
Street in the Vermont Square neighborhood of South Los Angeles (“Property”). The Action is 
brought pursuant to the Narcotics Abatement Law (“NAL”), California Health and Safety Code 
section 11570, et seq. and the Public Nuisance Law (“PNL”), Civil Code sections 3479-3480. 

2. The Property has, for over a decade, been a free-for-all location for the sale of 
phencyclidine (“PCP”), that is controlled by members and associates of the 51 Nothing But 
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Trouble Gangster Crips street gang (“51 Troubles”), and the closely allied 52 Hoover Criminals 
street gang (“52 Hoovers”). Day after day, year after year, a rotating cast of gangster drug 
dealers, often working in coordinated groups and armed with guns, post themselves inside or 
outside the dilapidated Property and sell PCP, often in the form of cigarettes dipped in the 
highly toxic drug. Drug users, in turn, stream to the Property based on its deep-seated 
reputation as one of a handful of major places to purchase PCP in Los Angeles. The noxious, 
ether-like odor of PCP frequently emanates from the Property and empty PCP vials have been 
found strewn about the Property’s chaotic interior spaces. 

3. The Los Angeles Police Department (“LAPD”) has devoted considerable 
resources over the years to eliminating or suppressing the criminal activity at or associated 
with the Property. Over the last decade or so, officers have made approximately 30 arrests at 
the Property for PCP possession, possession-for-sale, and weapons possession. In the last 
year or so, alone, there have been at least nine such incidents at the Property, including, 
without limitation, the execution of a search warrant; several arrests for possession of PCP for 
sale; two surveillances revealing an ongoing busy walk-up drug trade at the Property; two 
controlled drug buys using informants; and an apparent, violent assault that left a gang 
member lying in the Property’s backyard with a severe skull fracture and brain hemorrhage. 
Beyond the Property itself, LAPD has responded to numerous reports of users, suffering from 
the psychosis-like effects of PCP purchased at the Property and wandering nude in the 
surrounding neighborhood. 

4. The Property has been owned by Defendant Mattie R. Sampson (“M. Sampson”), 
age 77, for almost fifty years. At least two of Defendant M. Sampson’s adult children have 
been involved in the nuisance activity at the Property, in one way or another, most especially 
her adult son, Defendant Bobby Sampson, Jr. (“B. Sampson”). Defendant B. Sampson is a 
senior, significant member of the 51 Troubles gang who lives at the Property when he is not in 
custody, and whose historical association with the Property attracted the gang members and 
their PCP trade to the location in the first place. 

5. Defendant M. Sampson has been aware of the gang and drug activity at her 
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Property since at least 2004, when she was advised about such activity at a meeting convened 
that year by prosecutors and LAPD to discuss the problem and potential solutions. She is 
frequently present at the Property while drug activity occurs within close proximity to her and 
when police respond to the location. While she has occasionally told officers that she 
disapproves of the gang members' presence at her Property and has asked for assistance 
from them, which has been provided via the countless police responses to her Property, she 
also has exhibited a maternal tendency to vouch for various troublemakers at the Property, 
telling officers that such individuals are family members or “good kids.” Evidencing their 
comfort at Defendant M. Sampson’s Property, the gang members refer to it, in a familiar 
fashion, as “Miss Mattie’s house.” 

6. While Defendant M. Sampson often appears to officers to be physically, and 
possibly mentally, infirm, some responding officers have observed that she seems to 
accentuate these conditions when the police come to the Property and she feels that she may 
be exposed to personal, legal risk. Regardless, Defendant M. Sampson is the Property’s sole 
owner and is strictly liable under California law for maintaining and operating her Property so 
as not to be the severe, blatant and dangerous illegal nuisance that it is. She has been either 
unwilling, or unable, to do so. 

7. The Property operates like a hybrid PCP swap meet and flop house. Various 
gang-affiliated PCP sellers from both the 51 Troubles and the 52 Hoovers, as well as other 
gangs like the Black P-Stones and the Eight-Trey Gangsters, show up at the Property, use its 
exterior and interior spaces to sell their product, until they leave and another “vendor” moves in 
and uses the Property in the same way. The customers in this racket also use the Property’s 
premises to smoke, hang out and crash. The neighbors on the surrounding block of 
handsome single family homes -- most of whom are eminently law-abiding people seeking to 
quietly enjoy their own lives and property -- are understandably terrified and disgusted by the 
goings-on at the Property. In 2008, when residents of the house next door complained about 
the drug activity at the Property, Defendant B. Sampson, joined by a group of approximately 6 
other gang members, approached the house holding a gun and threatened to kill all of its 
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occupants. Before that, a neighbor across the street was shot and killed in an unsolved case 
suspected also to involve retaliation by 51 Troubles gang members, including Defendant B. 
Sampson, for complaints against gang and drug activity at the Property. 

8. Physically, the Property is conspicuously rundown. During a search warrant 
execution in early 2014, officers observed collapsing cabinetry in the kitchen, a rotting package 
of meat crawling with maggots on a table, a cockroach infestation and bedrooms piled high 
with refuse. Subsequently, a compassionate LAPD officer alerted Adult Protective Services 
(“APS”) about Defendant M. Sampson. In September 2014, during yet another arrest at the 
Property, two people who appeared to be transient-type drug users were residing at the 
Property, along with Defendant M. Sampson. 

9. Whatever Defendant M. Sampson’s personal circumstances and family history 

may be, the people who live in the surrounding neighborhood who must contend with the 
Property’s impacts cannot be expected to perpetually endure this predicament. The intent of 
this nuisance abatement prosecution is to halt the unacceptable state of affairs at the Property, 
once and for all. 

II. THE PARTIES AND THE PROPERTY 

A. Plaintiff 

10. Plaintiff, the People, is the sovereign power of the State of California designated 

in Health and Safety Code section 11571 and Code of Civil Procedure section 731 to be the 
complaining party in law enforcement actions brought to abate, enjoin and penalize public 
nuisances. 

B. Defendants 

11. Defendant Mattie R. Sampson has owned the Property -- either solely or jointly 
with her husband who died in 1995 — since 1966. She resides there and has done so at all 
times relevant to this Action. 

12. Defendant Bobby J. Sampson, Jr., is the 55 year-old son of Defendant M. 
Sampson. Defendant B. Sampson is a veteran member of the 51 Troubles gang. A career 
criminal, he has been arrested and convicted for weapons and drug offenses committed at the 
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Property. He was also convicted in 2008 for threatening to kill a resident of the property next 
door after a member of the neighboring household took issue with the drug and gang activity a 
the Property. He has multiple additional felony convictions dating back to 1982 for offenses 
including, without limitation, drug sales, assault, kidnapping, domestic violence, and resisting 
arrest. When he is not in custody, Defendant B. Sampson lives at the Property and it is his 
residency there that attracted the gang and drug activity that has come to characterize the 
Property in the first place. Defendant B. Sampson was recently paroled from state prison and 
is living at the Property at the time of the filing of this Action. 

13. The true names and capacities of defendants sued herein as Does 1 through 50, 
inclusive, are unknown to Plaintiff, who therefore sues said defendants by such fictitious 
names. When the true names and capacities of said defendants have been ascertained, 
Plaintiff will seek leave of Court to amend this Complaint and to insert in lieu of such fictitious 
names the true names and capacities of said fictitiously named defendants. 

C. The Property 

14. The Property is a single-family residence located at the commonly known 
address of 1233 West 52 nd Street, Los Angeles, California 90037, in the South Los Angeles 
neighborhood called Vermont Square. 1 It is a 2 bedroom, approximately 1200 square foot, 
one-story home that sits in the middle of a block of well-kept Craftsman bungalows typical of 
Los Angeles architecture of the early twentieth century. The Property, in contrast, is unkempt 
on its exterior and dilapidated in its interior. Inoperable cars, old furniture, televisions and 
other refuse litter the rear and side yards. 

III. PREVIOUS ATTEMPT BY AUTHORITIES TO 
ABATE THE NUISANCE 

15. On July 16, 2004, a Los Angeles Deputy City Attorney (other than the 
undersigned), an LAPD sergeant and two LAPD senior lead officers met with Defendant M. 
Sampson, her daughter, and her stepson, after the first of the gang and narcotics-related 


1 The Property’s legal description is: “Lot 338 of Vermont Avenue Villa, as per map recorded in Book 11, Page 37 of Maps, in 
the office of the County Recorder of Los Angeles County,” Assessor’s Parcel Number 5002-002-008. 
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incidents that now form the basis for this Complaint had begun to occur. The prosecutor and 
officers explained the narcotics activity that was occurring at the Property to the Defendant and 
her relatives, as well as the legal nuisance abatement process that might be actuated if the 
activity at the Property did not stop. The prosecutor and officers also suggested some physical 
improvements, including fencing, to the Property to prevent uncontrolled entry on to the 
Property by drug sellers, buyers and gang members. The Property’s front yard, however, was 
never fenced. 

III. THE NARCOTICS ABATEMENT LAW 

16. The abatement of a nuisance is a long established and well-recognized exercise 
of the state’s police power. ( People v. Barbiere (1917) 33 Cal.App. 770, 775; People exrel. 
Hicks v. Sarong Gals (1974) 42 Cal.App.3d 556, 563.) Since its enactment in 1972, the 
principal purpose of the NAL (Health & Saf. Code, § 11570, et seq.) is the abatement of 
buildings and places “used for the purpose of unlawfully selling, serving, storing, keeping, 
manufacturing, or giving away any controlled substance, precursor, or analog specified in this 
division . . . .” (Health & Saf. Code, § 11570). 

17. The NAL provides that every building or place used for the purpose of unlawfully 
selling, serving, storing, keeping, manufacturing, or giving away any controlled substance, 
precursor, or analog inter alia, “is a nuisance which shall be enjoined, abated, and 
prevented .. . whether it is a public or private nuisance.” (Health & Saf. Code, § 11570 
[emphasis added]; People ex rel Lungren v. Peron (1997) 59 Cal.App.4th 1383, 1389; Lew v. 
Superior Court (1993) 20 Cal.App.4th 866, 870-871.) 

18. Health and Safety Code section 11571 authorizes a city attorney to bring an 
action to abate, prevent and perpetually enjoin such nuisances. It provides in relevant part: 
“Whenever there is reason to believe that a nuisance as described in Section 11570 is kept, 
maintained, or exists in any county, the district attorney of the county, or the city attorney of 
any incorporated city or of any city and county, in the name of the people, may .. . maintain an 
action to abate and prevent the nuisance and perpetually to enjoin the person conducting or 
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maintaining it, and the owner, lessee, or agent of the building or place in or upon which the 
nuisance exists from directly or indirectly maintaining or permitting the nuisance.” 

19. Health and Safety Code section 11573(a) provides that: “If the existence of the 
nuisance is shown in the action to the satisfaction of the court or judge, either by verified 
complaint or affidavit, the court or judge shall allow a temporary restraining order or injunction 
to abate and prevent the continuance or recurrence of the nuisance.” (Emphasis added.) In 
addition, Health and Safety Code section 11581 provides, as an additional remedy, for the 
removal and sale of all fixtures and movable property on the premises used in aiding or 
abetting the nuisance and for the closure of the building for up to one year. 

IV. THE PUBLIC NUISANCE LAW 

20. Civil Code section 3479 defines a public nuisance as “[ajnything which is 

injurious to health, including, but not limited to, the illegal sale of controlled substances, or is 
indecent or offensive to the senses, or an obstruction to the free use of property, so as to 
interfere with the comfortable enjoyment of life or property . . . (See City of Bakersfield v. 

Miller (1966) 64 Cal.2d 93, 99 ['The Legislature has defined in general terms the word 
'nuisance' in Civil Code section 3479_"].) 

21. Civil Code section 3480 defines a public nuisance as “one which affects at the 
same time an entire community or neighborhood, or any considerable number of persons, 
although the extent of the annoyance or damage inflicted upon individuals may be unequal.” 

22. In particular, gang activity, such as drug dealing, loitering, consumption of alcohol 
and illegal drugs, and boisterous conduct which creates a “hooligan-like atmosphere” 
constitutes a public nuisance. (People exrei Gallo v. Acuna (1997) 14 Cal.4th 1090, 1120.) 

23. Civil Code section 3491 provides that the “remedies against a public nuisance 
are indictment or information, a civil action or abatement.” Abatement is "accomplished by a 
court of equity by means of an injunction proper and suitable to the facts of each case." 
(Sullivan v. Royer (1887) 72 Cal. 248, 249.) 

24. Code of Civil Procedure section 731 authorizes a city attorney to bring an action 
to enjoin or abate a public nuisance. It provides in relevant part “[a] civil action may be brought 
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in the name of the people of the State of California to abate a public nuisance ... by the city 
attorney of any town or city in which such nuisance exists.” 

25. Where "a building or other property is so used as to make it a nuisance under the 
statute, the nuisance may be abated . . . , notwithstanding that the owner had no knowledge 
that it was used for the unlawful purpose constituting a nuisance." ( People ex rel. Bradford v. 
Barbiere (1917) 33 Cal.App. 770, 779; see also Sturges v. Charles L. Harney, Inc. (1958) 165 
Cal.App.2d 306, 318 ["a nuisance and liability therefore may exist without negligence"]; People 
v. McCadden (1920) 48 Cal.App. 790, 792 ["A judgment supported on findings that such 
nuisance was conducted and maintained on the premises in question, regardless of the 
knowledge of the owner thereof, is sufficient. Such knowledge on the part of the owner... is 
unnecessary."]; People v. Peterson (1920) 45 Cal.App. 457, 460 [”[l]t was not necessary 
for the trial court to find either, that the [defendants] threatened, and unless restrained, would 
continue to maintain, aid, and abet, the nuisance, or that they knew the building was used in 
violation of the act.. . . The existence of the nuisance was the ultimate fact in this case, and 
having been found, supports the judgment."].) This is because "the object of the act is not to 
punish; its purpose is to effect a reformation of the property itself." ( People v. Bayside Land 
Co. (1920) 48 Cal.App. 257, 261.) 

VI. FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION FOR NARCOTICS ABATEMENT 
[Health and Safety Code Section 11570, etseq. - 
Against Defendants and DOES 1 through 50] 

26. Plaintiff hereby incorporates by reference paragraphs 1 through 25 of this 
Complaint and makes them part of the First Cause of Action, as if fully set forth herein. 

27. The Property has been, from an exact date unknown but at least since 2004, and 
is currently being used for the purposes of unlawfully selling, serving, storing, keeping, 
manufacturing or giving away controlled substances in violation of Health and Safety Code 
section 11570, et seq. Specific examples of such activity include, but are not limited to, the 
following: 

(a.) On February 17, 2004, LAPD 77 th Division Gang Enforcement Detail (“GED” or 
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1 “Gang”) officers were patrolling and saw Essie Simpson, a 51 Troubles gang member, AKA 

2 Li I S-Mac,” standing on the sidewalk in front of the Property. When Simpson saw the officers, 

3 he walked up on to the front porch of the Property. Officers also saw Derrick Reed, another 51 

4 Troubles gang member, AKA “E-Bone,” reaching under the house into the crawlspace near the 

5 walkway on the west side of the Property and then walking toward the front of the Property. 

6 When Reed came into the Property’s front yard, he had a small glass vial of liquid POP, which 

7 he discarded when he saw the officers. The officers later recovered the three quarters-full vial 

8 thrown by Reed. The vial had strands of loose tobacco in it, indicating that cigarettes were 

9 being dipped in the liquid PCP to create “sherms,” or “dippers,” which are a preferred method 

10 for ingesting PCP. Another three-quarters-full bottle of PCP was retrieved from the crawl 

11 space where Reed was reaching. Reed was arrested for possession of PCP for sale and had 

12 $348 in cash on him and a box of four Newport cigarettes when searched at the station. 

13 (b-) On March 13, 2004, 77 th Division Gang officers observed numerous people 

14 loitering in and around the house on the Property, including four 51 Troubles gang members: 

15 Cory Smoot, AKA “Baby C-Bo;” Audra Onley, AKA “Lady G-Len;” Terrell Prim, AKA “G-Face;” 

16 and a 17 year-old juvenile. The officers moved in to investigate further and someone yelled, 

17 One time!” — street slang for “police.” Prim and the juvenile ran behind the house, and Smoot 

18 and approximately two others ran into the house. Onley walked away on the street. The 

19 officers cut off Prim and the juvenile as the juvenile discarded a half-full PCP bottle, later 

20 recovered. Other officers approached the partially open front door of the house and saw 

21 several individuals standing in the living room. Alfred Atman, a Geer Gangster Crip gang 

22 member, AKA “Creep,” yelled, “They’re outside, flush it, flush it!” Albert Grant, another Geer 

23 Gangster Crip gang member, AKA “Al-Bone,” who was also inside the house, ran to the rear of 

24 the house and into the bathroom, blocked the door against the pursuing officers, and poured a 

25 liquid with the ether-like odor of PCP into the toilet. Grant flushed the toilet and then pushed 

26 past the pursuing officers, ran back into the living room and threw a clear glass bottle on the 

27 floor. Grant then grabbed for his waistband and ran toward the rear of the house again. 

28 Officers caught him this time and found a loaded .32 caliber semi-automatic pistol tucked in his 
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waistband. Defendant M. Sampson was present inside the house during this incident. Officers 
spoke with her and noted that she was elderly and in poor health at the time. A perimeter 
search turned up a brown paper bag with 11 bottles containing POP in the Property’s 
unsecured crawl space. Grant was arrested for being an ex-con with a gun. The juvenile was 
arrested for possession of PCP for sale. Six other individuals, in addition to the 6 already 
noted, were pulled out of the house. 

(c.) On May 3, 2004, officers observed three 51 Troubles gang members sitting 
around the curb in front of the Property: Anthony Jackson, AKA “Baby Box;” Donyel Dotson, 
AKA “Bolo;” and Lavonda McPherson, AKA “Lady Joker.” An older male, Joseph Nelson, 
approached Jackson from the west and they engaged in an apparent hand to hand 
transaction. Nelson then walked toward the rear of the Property, where the officers were. 
Nelson saw the officers and proceeded to drop a cigarette on the ground and grind it up with 
his foot. Jackson also then saw the officers and threw a glass bottle into a nearby planter box. 
Officers recovered the bottle, which had PCP in it. Jackson told officers he gets a “full pour” 
bottle of PCP for $50 and sells its contents, soaked into cigarettes, for $150. He admitted to 
selling PCP in order to pay his bills and expenses associated with a baby he and his girlfriend 
were expecting. 

(d.) On December 12, 2005, 77 th Division GED officers watching from an observation 
post saw two gang members standing in the front yard of the Property: Dushane Broadnax, 

AKA “Shady,” a Black P-Stone gang member, and Lavonce Lofton, AKA “Papa,” a 52 Hoovers 
gang member. Officers observed three apparent drug sales where buyers either drove or 
walked up to the Property, contacted Broadnax and handed him money, whereupon Broadnax 
then walked to the rear of the Property briefly out of sight and then returned to the buyer in the 
front and handed the buyer a small object. Officers arrested one of the buyers, as well as 
Broadnax, finding PCP on the buyer and a PCP bottle inside a car parked in the Property’s 
rear yard. 

(e.) On December 27, 2005, 77 th Division GED officers were in the Property’s vicinity 
monitoring events in connection with the funeral of a 52 Hoovers gang member. Earlier in the 
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day other officers had arrested three 52 Hoovers and 51 Troubles gang members for weapons 
and narcotics violations. When officers drove up to the Property they saw three males 
standing in front of the front door to the house. When these individuals saw the officers, one ol 
them ran into the house and slammed the door. The other two were detained and determined 
to be on parole and probation, respectively. Bobby Jones, a Black P-Stone gang member, 
AKA “Li’l K,” was searched and arrested after being found with a baggie of rock cocaine in his 
waistband. The other individual, John Jones Jr., a 94 Hoovers Criminal gang member, AKA 
“Li’l Insane,” was questioned and released. Neither gang member lived at the Property. 

(f.) On April 12, 2006, 77 th GED officers patrolling on foot around 52 nd Street and 
Budlong Avenue saw Dushawn Broadnax, a Black P-Stone gang member who had been 
arrested at the Property for PCP sales several months earlier, standing to the rear of the 
Property. Officers observed an older male approach Broadnax whereupon Broadnax dipped a 
cigarette in a bottle and handed it to the older male. Shortly thereafter, Broadnax did the same 
with a female named Crystal Mixon. Officers approached through the alley behind the 
Property. As they did so, Broadnax walked toward the front of the Property. Officers detained 
Mixon and another female named “Shorty” inside the open rear yard of the Property where 
Mixon was about to light up her “sherm.” Officers then walked toward the front of the Property 
and saw Defendant M. Sampson exit the residence. The officers were familiar with Defendant 
M. Sampson and her occasional requests for help keeping the gang members off of her 
Property. The officers asked Defendant M. Sampson where Broadnax went. Defendant M. 
Sampson pointed to her door and said it was open, saying, “You know I don’t want them here, 
...they just come in.” Officers entered the house, saw Broadnax sitting on a couch in the living 
room talking on a cell phone, and placed him under arrest. Broadnax had a half-full PCP bottle 
in his right front pants pocket. Mixon told officers she was up from Rancho Cucamonga just to 
get a little high. The officers knew that Defendant M. Sampson’s son, Defendant B. Sampson, 
who was not present during this incident, was nevertheless on parole at the time. The officers 
searched Defendant B. Sampson’s bedroom in the house, finding a loaded shotgun under the 
bed and two empty PCP bottles in a drawer. 
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(g.) On July 5, 2006, 77 th Division GED officers observing the Property saw Patricia 
Harvey portioning and packaging drugs in the Property’s laundry room area, along with 
another person named Finis Grant. Harvey and Grant stepped into the walkway on the 
Property’s west side where the officers contacted them. Harvey’s person gave off the odor of 
PCP. When she saw the officers she screamed and physically resisted the officers. Harvey 
was eventually subdued and found with two clear glass bottles containing PCP in one pocket 
of her shorts and seven small glass vials containing PCP in her purse. She was arrested for 
possession of PCP. Neither Harvey nor Grant were residents of the Property. 

(h.) On August 10, 2006, officers were in the area of the Property after making prior 
observations, on July 27, 2006, of a 51 Troubles gang member named Essie Simpson, AKA 
“Li’l S Mac,” and four other gang members, selling PCP in a coordinated fashion at the 
Property. On the date in question, officers once again saw Simpson and an unknown male 
who they had also seen on July 27 selling PCP at the Property. The unknown male would 
walk to the back yard of the Property where Simpson was sitting and hand Simpson a 
cigarette. Simpson would retrieve a bottle of PCP from under some siding, dip the cigarette in 
it, then re-hide the bottle. Officers ended up walking on to the Property, looking for the 
unknown male. Officers heard an electronic chirp through a Nextel cellphone and the word 
“Crash,” a slang reference to “gang police.” Simpson then began to run toward the front of the 
Property but was apprehended. Officers recovered a half-full PCP bottle from the siding. 
Simpson told officers that “there’s a lot of money to be made on the block,” and that he can get 
10-20 “sherm” dips per vial. 

(i.) On October 9, 2009, officers were patrolling in the area and saw two males 
standing in the street exchanging DVDs. One of the individuals, Desmond Russell, a 52 
Hoovers gang member AKA “Dice,” admitted to being on parole for PCP sales. As the officers 
got out of car to investigate Russell, the other male, Guy Jefferson, a 43 rd St. Crip gang 
member AKA “Mr. G,” discarded a vial of PCP and was arrested for possession. 

GO On January 22, 2010, 77 th Division GED officers, who had received numerous 
recent citizen complaints of PCP sales at the Property, saw two 51 Troubles gang members on 
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the front lawn of the Property: Montrell Long, AKA “Tiny Midnight” and Unique Lee, AKA “Lady 
S-Macc.” As the officers approached, Long ran into the house. The officers smelled PCP in 
the air. As the officers followed Long into the house he discarded several small glass vials on 
to the living room floor and then ran into a bedroom. Long was ordered out of the bedroom 
and detained. One of the vials thrown by Long had spilled on the rug and two others were full 
of PCP. Lee, the other gang member, was detained on the front lawn and found with loose 
menthol cigarettes in her jacket-typically used for dipping into the liquid PCP to create 
“sherms.” Defendant M. Sampson was present during the incident, sitting on a couch, and 
gave the officers consent to search the house. Officers then recovered another vial of PCP on 
top of the doorframe in the room into which Long ran, and three vials with residue in a mason 
jar on a shelf, also in the same room. Long had $121 in cash on him, in miscellaneous 
denominations. In addition, officers found seven full PCP vials in an exterior air vent on the 
east side of the house next door to the Property. Both Lee and Long were arrested for 
possession of PCP for sale. In total, this arrest netted 50-100 doses of PCP with a street value 
of $500-2000. 

(k.) On August 3, 2010, officers saw two males, Ronnie Lawrence and Danny 
Raman, standing in the walkway running between the Property and the adjoining property to 
the west. Lawrence placed a brown vial of PCP on a ledge that is part of the house that 
adjoins the Property to the west. Both individuals reacted surprised and furtively when they 
saw the officers. Raman consented to a search of the bag he was holding, which contained 
two pieces of a cigarette dipped in PCP. Raman admitted that he had purchased a “sherm.” 
Lawrence admitted he had been around the Property for several hours, despite not living there. 
Both were arrested for possession of PCP. 

(I.) On June 14, 2012, the 77 th Division Narcotics Enforcement Detail (“NED”) had 
previously received an anonymous citizen complaint of narcotics sales at the Property. The 
officers determined that Defendant B. Sampson resided at the Property and was on parole. 
Officers established an observation post near the Property and saw a male named Lee Smith 
walk up to the front door and knock. Defendant B. Sampson came out of the house and talked 
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to Smith. Defendant B. Sampson then walked across the street and was detained by the 
officers subject to his parole conditions. Officers then entered the Property to search 
Defendant B. Sampson’s bedroom, detaining 4 people in the living room, plus Smith at the 
door. In Defendant B. Sampson’s bedroom, officers found a baggie with 15 pieces of rock 
cocaine; 2 larger bottles of POP; approximately 23 smaller vials containing POP; several more 
vials, bottles and droppers with PCP residue; empty vials; a digital scale; and razor blades. 
Defendant B. Sampson had $325 in cash in his front pocket and $152 inside a Bible in his 
room. Officers also found a purse containing 5 vials of PCP belonging to Inez Sampson, 
Defendant M. Sampson’s 60 year-old daughter, who was amongst the detainees in the living 
room (but who was not living at the Property at the time). Defendant B. Sampson was arrested 
(and later convicted) for possession of PCP and rock cocaine for sale, and Inez Sampson was 
arrested for PCP possession. 

(m.) On December 5, 2013, LAPD received a report of a shooting at the Property, 
with a possible victim down. When GED officers arrived they saw no immediate evidence of a 
shooting, but they did see Darron Galbert, a 51 Troubles gang member, AKA “Traffic,” and 
Elton Gardner, an 8-Trey Gangster Crip gang member, AKA “E-Bone,” standing in the front 
yard of the Property, along with an unknown female who fled when she saw the officers. 
Immediately thereafter, Deshawn Grant, a 51 Troubles gang member, AKA “Shady Mac,” 
came out of the front door of the house yelling obscenities at the officers. Meanwhile, Gardner 
began walking toward the front door, was ordered to stop by officers, and dropped a bag 
containing a clear glass bottle with PCP and 10 smaller vials with PCP residue. All three gang 
members were detained by the officers without incident. Given the nature of the initial 
shooting call, officers knocked on the door to the house to check on the well-being of the 
occupants and heard the sound of people running inside. The officers entered and found 
Defendant M. Sampson, along with Caleb Anaya, another 51 Troubles gang member, AKA 
Curly Boy, plus 3 other females who fled when the officers came in. Defendant M. Sampson 
consented to a search of the house. Officers found a brown glass bottle with a strong PCP 
odor in plain view on an entertainment center near the front door. Gardner, the gang member 
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encountered on the front lawn who threw the baggie, was arrested for PCP possession for 
sale. 

(n.) On February 4, 2014, a non-confidential informant (“NCI”) 2 working with the 77 th 
Division Narcotics Enforcement Detail was attempting to conduct a controlled narcotics buy in 
the neighborhood. While walking by the Property, Tim Evans, a 51 Troubles gang member 
AKA “Tee” or “O-Kill,” came out of the house. The NCI asked Evans, “What up my nig? 

Where can I get one of them thang-thangs?” Evans handed the NCI a vial of PCP and the NCI 
gave Evans $10. The NCI then observed Evans give another vial to another unknown male 
buyer. The unknown male then entered the Property. 

(o.) On February 5, 2014, narcotics officers observing the Property saw an apparent 
drug customer quickly walk into and then out of the Property, in the manner of a walk-up drug 
buy. 

(p.) On February 9, 2014, narcotics officers observing the Property, again, saw 
Terrell Prim, a 51 Troubles gang member, AKA “Romeo,” sitting just inside the door to the 
house on the Property, opening and closing it for multiple apparent walk-up drug buyers rapidly 
coming and going, to and from the Property. 

(q.) On February 14, 2014, LAPD executed a search warrant at the Property. 51 
Troubles gang members Tim Evans and Terrell Prim were found in the bedrooms. Prim 
tossed a BB gun when first seen by the officers and was holding a “pay/owe” sheet recording 
various drug transactions. Prim had the keys to the Property in his possession. Evans had 
$1149 in cash on him. Several vials with PCP residue were found in the house. Deshawn 
Grant, another 51 Troubles gang member, AKA “S-Macc,” was detained on the couch inside 
the living room and Caleb Anaya, a 51 Troubles gang member, AKA “Curly Boy,” was detained 
in the west bedroom during the search warrant. 

(r.) On June 10, 2014, officers assigned to LAPD’s Criminal Gang Homicide Group 
were working in the 51 Troubles gang’s turf due to a rise of violent crimes in the area. They 


2 NCIs will testify in court and otherwise provide evidence or testimony as part of legal proceedings stemming 
from their activity as informants. 
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heard a radio call where a male caller had reported a gang related shooting at the Property 
and hung up. When they arrived, officers, upon seeing a car parked right in front of the 
Property with people in it and standing beside it, ordered the occupants out of the car. Louis 
Hutchinson, a 51 Troubles gang member, AKA “Li’l Wally,” was in the front passenger seat. 

As Hutchinson got out of the car, he removed a baggie from his front pocket and put it in his 
crotch area. The officers determined that Hutchinson was on parole for robbery. They 
searched the car and found a baggie with two vials of PCP and a small amount of rock 
cocaine. Hutchinson was arrested for possession of PCP for sale. He had $198.50 in his left 
front pants pocket. 

(s.) On September 9, 2014, 77 th Division narcotics officers were investigating the 
Property to see if drugs were still being trafficked there after the February 2014 search warrant 
that was executed at the Property. From their observation post, they saw an older male ride a 
scooter down 52 nd Street, get off the scooter on the south side of the street, walk northbound 
toward the Property on the other side of the street, and then quickly return to the scooter after 
briefly disappearing from view. Raymond Williams, a gang member claiming membership in 
both the 52 Hoovers and 51 Troubles, AKA “Li’l G Bob”, came from an unknown location, 
approached the older male, had a brief conversation, and then the older male moved his 
scooter across street, closer to the Property. Just then, a car pulled up to the Property. 
Williams approached the car, opened the passenger door, and appeared to converse with a 
vehicle occupant. Unrelatedly, a 77 th GED patrol earthen drove down the street in connection 
with a separate investigation of a gang group elsewhere on the block, disrupting the narcotics 
surveillance. At that time, Semaj Welch, a 52 Hoovers gang member AKA “J-Deuce,” came 
out of the house on the Property to join two other males, at least one of whom was a 51 
Troubles associate, standing in the Property’s front yard. All three were detained. Williams 
jumped into a separate car and began to pull away, but was stopped by the narcotics officers. 
The driver had an empty PCP vial in her purse. A narcotics officer then approached the 
Property, the front door of which was open. A strong smell of PCP was detectable from the 
outside. Officers contacted Defendant M. Sampson inside the house and she gave consent to 
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1 search. Officers found 9 vials of PCP hidden inside a speaker in the living room, 10 empty 

2 vials with residue, plus two individually wrapped rocks of crack cocaine. Charles Scott, one of 

3 the three males detained in the front yard, was determined to be living at the Property. While 

4 searching for Scott’s ID in his shoe, officers found one empty PCP vial in the shoe, a crack 

5 pipe, and 2 pieces of rock cocaine. 

6 (t.) On October 29, 2014, an NCI working with the LAPD Narcotics Abatement Unit 

7 went to the area of 52 nd Street and Normandie Avenue and asked a man for twenty dollars 

8 worth of PCP. The man, acting as a “hook,” which is a facilitator for a drug transaction, walked 

9 the NCI to the Property and then went into the Property while the NCI waited outside. The 

10 hook was seen interacting with two people inside the house and then came back out to the 

11 NCI and gave the NCI two vials of PCP. The hook gave the NCI his phone number for future 

12 drug transactions. 

13 28. Defendants, and DOES 1 through 50, are responsible for conducting, 

14 maintaining, and/or directly or indirectly permitting the nuisance as alleged herein. Plaintiff has 

15 no plain, speedy and adequate remedy at law and unless Defendants, and DOES 1 through 

16 50, are restrained and enjoined by order of this Court, they will continue to use, occupy and 

17 maintain, and/or to aid, abet or permit, directly or indirectly, the use, occupation and 

18 maintenance of the Property, together with the fixtures and appurtenances located therein, for 

19 the nuisance complained of herein, to the great and irreparable damage of the public and in 

20 violation of California law. 

21 VII. SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION FOR PUBLIC NUISANCE 

22 [Civil Code Section 3479, ef seq. - 

23 Against Defendants and DOES 1 through 50] 

24 29. Plaintiff incorporates by reference Paragraphs 1 through 28 of this Complaint and 

25 makes them part of this Second Cause of Action as though fully set forth herein. 

26 30. Since at least 2003, through the present time, Defendants, and DOES 1 through 

27 50, have owned, operated, occupied, used, and/or directly or indirectly permitted to be 

28 occupied and used, the Property in such a manner as to constitute a public nuisance in 
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1 violation of Civil Code sections 3479 and 3480. The public nuisance, as described herein, is 

2 injurious to health, indecent or offensive to the senses, and/or an obstruction to the free use of 

3 property, so as to substantially and unreasonably interfere with the comfortable enjoyment of 

4 life or property by those persons living in the community surrounding the Property. The public 

5 nuisance consists of, but is not limited to, the incessant illegal sale of controlled substances 

6 that occurs at the Property; the threatening and disorderly presence of resident and non- 

7 resident gang members on the Property; the presence of guns and people armed with them at 

8 the Property; and the state of disorder that pervades the Property and its surroundings. 

9 Specific examples of such public nuisance activity include, but are not limited to, the following: 

10 ( a ) On August 15, 2003, 77 th Division patrol officers were assisting a parole officer 

11 seeking the Defendant B. Sampson on a parole violation. Defendant B. Sampson was known 

12 to become violent with officers when contacted. Officers went to the Property, announced 

13 themselves, and received no response. They then entered the house through the open rear 

14 door and found Defendant B. Sampson lying on the floor next to Defendant M. Sampson in the 

15 rear bedroom. Defendant B. Sampson refused the officers’ commands to submit to arrest and, 

16 at one point, grabbed Defendant M. Sampson and pulled her in front of him, saying, “Don’t 

17 fucking come in here.” The officers eventually moved in to forcibly Defendant B. Sampson 

18 who physically resisted them. 

19 (b ) On February 14, 2004, 77 th Division gang officers were patrolling and saw a 

20 group of four or five people in front of the Property. As the officers approached, a juvenile 51 

21 Troubles gang member ran toward the back of house, pulled out a gun from somewhere on his 

22 person, entered the house, and hid the gun in a cupboard under the sink. The juvenile then 

23 came out the front door of the house and was taken into custody. The gun was recovered by 

24 the officers and the juvenile was arrested for gun possession by a minor. One witness, who 

25 was a resident of the Property, told officers that the suspect just “broke in” to the house and 

26 thus was not a resident of the Property or otherwise known to her. 

(c.) On May 29, 2004, 77 th Division gang officers were patrolling near the Property 
28 due to the recent killing of a member of the Rollin’ 40s street gang, a rival of the 51 Troubles 
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gang. The officers saw Essie Simpson, a 51 Troubles gang member, AKA “Li’l S Mack,” and 
Jermaine Lopez, a 52 Hoovers gang member, AKA “Baby Creep,” standing in the Property’s 
west exterior walkway. The two appeared to engage in a short conversation and possibly 
engage in a hand-to-hand transaction. When officers approached and contacted the two men 
to investigate further, Simpson put his hands up and said, “I have a rifle in my pants!” Officers 
removed a loaded .22 caliber Ruger rifle from the right side of Simpson’s pants. Simpson was 
on parole and was arrested for being a convicted felon in possession of a firearm. 

(d.) On August 8, 2004, 77 th Division gang officers saw a car parked directly in front 
of the Property with two occupants and a third person, a male Hispanic with multiple tattoos, 
up on the porch of the house on the Property, knocking on the door. Officers suspected that 
they were attempting to purchase narcotics at the Property and detained all three individuals. 

12 They were determined to be documented Florencia 13 gang members. One had a 

13 misdemeanor warrant, and another was an aggravated previously deported felon. 

14 ( e -) On May 5, 2005, 77th Division gang officers driving by the Property saw three 

15 individuals standing in front of the Property. The officers were aware of a problem with gang 

16 members establishing their presence at the Property to sell drugs and thus spoke to Defendan 

17 M. Sampson and asked her if anyone was inside the house. She replied, “no,” but also 

18 consented to the officers going inside to check. Upon doing so, the officers found Desmond 

19 Russell, a 52 Hoovers gang member, AKA “Dice,” inside the northeast bedroom. Russell was 

20 arrested on a warrant for PCP possession for sale. 

(f.) On April 14, 2006, officers went to the Property to find Defendant B. Sampson, a 

22 parolee-at-large at the time, in whose bedroom the officers had found a loaded shotgun during 

23 a search two days earlier, during the arrest of another gang member for selling PCP at the 

24 Property. Officers knocked on the door, Defendant B. Sampson came out and was arrested 

25 for being an ex-convict with a gun. 

26 (9-) On April 18, 2006, narcotics officers were investigating reports of PCP sales at 

27 the Property. They knocked on the door and contacted Barbara Sampson, AKA “Donna,” 

28 Defendant M. Sampson’s daughter who was 45 years-old at the time. Barbara Sampson told 
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the officers that she had been convicted of a felony in 2000 and knew of a rifle in the house. 
Officers were directed to and recovered a .22 caliber rifle in a bedroom. Barbara Sampson said 
that the rifle was her deceased father’s (Defendant M. Sampson’s late husband). Barbara 
Sampson was arrested for being an ex-con with a gun. Defendant M. Sampson was present a 
the Property during this incident. 

(h.) On June 22, 2006, gang members in a car that led police on a 1.1 mile pursuit in 
the surrounding neighborhood, hitting an elderly pedestrian, ended up driving to the Property 

8 and attempting to take refuge there. One of the suspects, a 17 year-old juvenile, told officers, 

9 “I ran to Ms. Maddie (sic) house”. 

10 * (*■) On September 1, 2006, 77 th Division Gang officers were armed with an arrest 

11 warrant for John Williams, a 51 Troubles gang member who was wanted for the 2004 double 

12 murder of a U.S. Navy petty officer named Brian K. Butler, Jr., who was on leave from active 

13 duty in the Persian Gulf, and his friend, who were gunned down outside a South Los Angeles 

14 nightclub. The officers had previous contacts with Williams at the Property so they went there 

15 to look for him. Williams was observed sitting on a couch inside the Property’s living room and 

16 was taken into custody on the murder warrant without further incident. 

17 (j ) On August 14, 2008, a female resident of the house next door to the Property 

18 got into an argument with Defendant B. Sampson about Defendant B. Sampson’s drug-selling 

19 activity at the Property. In response, Defendant B. Sampson approached the female victim, on 

20 her property, pointed a handgun at her and stated, “I’m going to kill you.” The female victim 

21 ran into her house screaming and called the police. She then reportedly went back out of her 

22 house and overheard another male, besides Defendant B. Sampson, tell approximately 6 other] 

23 males and 4 females, “This is our ‘hood. This is 51 Hoover. We’ll get together tonight and 

24 discuss what we are going to do about her,” referring to the female victim. The victim’s fiance 

25 also came out of the house and told officers that Defendant B. Sampson walked over to his 

26 lawn and confronted him, saying, “I’m going to blow your head off. I’m going to kill everyone at 

27 1229,” referring to the victims’ address next door to the Property. Officers responded, found 

28 Defendant B. Sampson in a car nearby with the assistance of a police helicopter, and arrested 
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1 II him for criminal threats. Defendant B. Sampson was convicted of this crime and sentenced to 

2 II state prison for seven years. 

(k.) On September 5, 2014, Jerome Lopez, a 52 Hoovers gang member, AKA 

4 Creep, was found in the backyard of the Property with a serious head injury. Responding 

5 officers encountered 3 unknown females and 3 unknown males standing near the front of the 

6 house. None would give their names. All said they didn’t know anything about what happened 

7 to the victim. Defendant M. Sampson, who had initially called police, told the officers that she 

8 heard someone saying, “Creep is in the back and he got beat up.” Defendant M. Sampson 

9 told the officers that she did not think the attack happened at her house because she heard no 

10 commotion and suggested that Lopez was brought there after whatever attack occurred 
1 Officers found no blood trails, and no suspects. After being transported to the hospital, Lopez 

12 remained in critical condition with a fractured skull and a brain hemorrhage. 

13 31. Defendants, and DOES 1 through 50, in owning, conducting, maintaining, and/or 

14 permitting the use of the Property, directly or indirectly, as a public nuisance, have engaged in 

15 wrongful conduct and caused a serious threat to the general health, safety and welfare of the 

16 persons in the area surrounding the Property. 

17 32. Unless Defendants, and DOES 1 through 50, are restrained and enjoined by 

18 order of this Court, they will continue to use, occupy and maintain, and to aid, abet or permit, 

19 directly or indirectly, the use, occupation, and maintenance of the Property, together with the 

20 fixtures and appurtenances located therein, for the purpose complained of herein, to the great 

21 and irreparable damage of Plaintiff and in violation of California law. 

PRAYER 

WHEREFORE, PLAINTIFF PRAYS THAT THIS COURT ORDER, ADJUDGE AND 
DECREE AS FOLLOWS: 

AS TO THE FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION : 

1. That Defendants, DOES 1 through 50, and the Property, be declared in violation 

27 || of Health and Safety Code section 11570, et seq. 

28 
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2. That the Property, together with the fixtures and moveable property therein and 
thereon, be found to constitute a public nuisance and be permanently abated as such in 
accordance with Section 11581 of the California Health and Safety Code. 

3. That the Court grant a preliminary injunction, permanent injunction and order of 
abatement in accordance with Section 11570, et seq. of the California Health and Safety Code, 
enjoining and restraining each Defendant and their agents, officers, employees and anyone 
acting on their behalf, from unlawfully selling, serving, storing, keeping, manufacturing, or 
giving away controlled substances on the Property. 

4. That the Court order physical and managerial improvements to the Property in 
accordance with Health and Safety Code section 11573.5, and such orders as are otherwise 
appropriate, to remedy the nuisance on the Property and enhance the abatement process, 
including, but not limited to, a prohibition on Defendant B. Sampson’s presence at or within 
1000 feet of the Property at any time, for any reason, and strict limitations on who else may be 
present on the Property at all times. 

5. That as part of the Judgment, an Order of Abatement be issued, and that the 
Property be closed for a period of one year, not to be used for any purpose, and be under the 
control and custody of this Court for said period of time; or, in the alternative, if the Court 
deems such closure to be unduly harmful to the community, that Defendants, and DOES 1 
through 50, pay an amount equal to the fair market rental value of the Property for one year to 
the City or County in whose jurisdiction the nuisance is located in accordance with Health and 
Safety Code section 11581 subdivision (c)(1). 

6. That Defendants and DOES 1 through 50 each be assessed a civil penalty in an 
amount not to exceed twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000.00). 

7. That all fixtures and moveable property used in conducting, maintaining, aiding or 
abetting the nuisance at the Property be removed by the LAPD and sold in the manner 
provided for the sale of chattels under execution. Said fixtures and property shall be 
inventoried and a list prepared and filed with this Court. 
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8. That there shall be excepted from said sale, such property to which title is 
established in some third party not a defendant, nor agent, officer, employee or servant of any 
defendant in this proceeding. 

9. That the proceeds from said sale be deposited with this Court for payment of the 
fees and costs of sale. Such costs may occur in closing said Property and keeping it closed, 
removal of said property, and Plaintiffs costs in the action, including attorneys' fees, and such 
other costs as the Court shall deem proper. 

10. That if the proceeds of the sale do not fully discharge all such costs, fees and 
allowances, the Property shall also be sold under execution issued upon the order of the Court 
or judge and the proceeds of such sale shall be applied in a like manner. That any excess 
monies remaining after payment of approved costs shall be delivered to the owner of said 
Property. Ownership shall be established to the satisfaction of this Court. 

11. That Defendants, DOES 1 through 50, and any agents, trustees, officers, 
employees and anyone acting on their behalf, and their heirs and assignees, be perpetually 
enjoined from transferring, conveying, or encumbering any portion of the Property, for 
consideration or otherwise, without first obtaining the Court’s prior approval. 

12. That Defendant M. Sampson, and DOES 1 through 50, be ordered to 
immediately notify any transferees, purchasers, commercial lessees, or other successors in 
interest to the subject Property of the existence and application of any temporary restraining 
order, preliminary injunction, or permanent injunction to all prospective transferees, 
purchasers, commercial lessees, or other successors in interest, before entering into any 
agreement to sell, lease or transfer the Property, for consideration or otherwise, all or any 
portion of the Property that is the subject of this action. 

13. That Defendant M. Sampson, and DOES 1 through 50, be ordered to 
immediately give a complete, legible copy of any temporary restraining order and preliminary 
and permanent injunctions to all prospective transferees, purchasers, lessees, or other 
successors in interest to the Property. 

14. That Defendant M. Sampson, and DOES 1 through 50, be ordered to 
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immediately request and procure signatures from all prospective transferees, purchasers, 
lessees, or other successors in interest to the subject Property, which acknowledges his/her 
respective receipt of a complete, legible copy of any temporary restraining order, preliminary 
and permanent injunction, and deliver a copy of such acknowledgment to the Los Angeles City 
Attorney’s Office, c/o Deputy City Attorney Steven Gold or his designee. 

15. That Plaintiff recover the costs of this action, including law enforcement 
investigative costs and any fees, including attorneys’ fees, authorized by law, not to exceed 
$1,000,000.00, from Defendants and DOES 1 through 50. 

AS TO THE SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 

1. That the Property, together with the fixtures and moveable property therein and 
thereon, be declared a public nuisance and be permanently abated as such in accordance with 
Civil Code section 3491. 

2. That each Defendant and their agents, officers, employees and anyone acting on 
their behalf, and their heirs and assignees, be preliminarily and perpetually enjoined from 
operating, conducting, using, occupying, or in anyway permitting the use of the Property as a 
public nuisance. Such orders should include, but not be limited to physical and managerial 
improvements to the Property, stayaway orders for Defendant B. Sampson and other persons 
who have contributed to the nuisance at the Property, and such other orders as are 
appropriate to remedy the nuisance on the Property and enhance the abatement process. 

3. Such costs as may occur in abating said nuisance at the Property and such other 
costs as the Court shall deem just and proper. 

4. That Plaintiff be granted such other and further relief as the Court deems just and 
proper, including closure and/or demolition of the Property. 

AS TO ALL CAUSES OF ACTION 

1. That Plaintiff recover the amount of the filing fees and the amount of the fee for 
the service of process or notices which would have been paid but for Government Code 
section 6103.5, designating it as such. The fees may, at the Court’s discretion, include the 
amount of the fees for certifying and preparing transcripts. 
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